COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 29th June 2004 there were present: -


Councillors
Mrs J A Marrott (Mayor)




D J Atherley




Mrs J Baynham




C T Elsmore




C P Kay




C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin




N W Penny




J A Shaw

    


Mrs Pat Evans - District Councillor

APOLOGIES were received from Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin, Councillor A M Lacey, Councillor R D Phelps, District Councillor Professor A Bensted and 

County Councillor P Chamberlain.

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott welcomed everyone to the meeting.

There was no Police presence and therefore no update. 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 25th May 2004 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct subject to the following amendments: -

8.10 – Councillor N Penny – should read Councillor R Phelps

           Councillor N Penny questioned whether the by-law would be able to be policed.

Agreement of Minutes with amendments: Proposed Councillor D Atherley and agreed by all present.

 Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston joined the meeting at 7.04pm.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

66 (a)
60th ANNIVERSARY D DAY LANDINGS

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott thanked everyone for their help on the day which was much appreciated.

District Councillor, Mrs P Evans thanked the Town Council for organising the day.  It was much appreciated by all who attended.

66 (b)
BT – REMOVAL OF TELEPHONE BOX AT SCOWLES AND PROPOSED REMOVAL AT WHITECLIFF 


BT had responded to a letter from the Council advising that whilst appreciating the points raised by Coleford Town Council their decision to remove the payphone at the Scowles following vandalism was based on low usage.  BT’s obligation is to provide a telephone service to members of the local community who may not have access to a landline or mobile phone.  This phone had very low usage.


BT were not obliged to provide for passing traffic or emergency services.  The first assessment was the existence of landlines.


Two letters had been received from BT regarding Whitecliff payphone.  The first advised that due to sheer volume of responses to the consultation letters replies would be delayed.  In the second letter BT advised that a revised date for the end of consultation had been set at 31st July due to delays in posting public notices in the kiosk and that a delay in response to letters was occurring due to the high level of interest in BT’s payphone removal programme.  

66 (c)
CLOSURE OF PLUMP HILL


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott had attended a meeting on 14th June together with representatives from some of the Parishes affected by the closure of Plump Hill, County Highways, Halcrow and Ringway.  The parishes advised that they were not objecting to the work but to the lack of consultation.  This road was a main artery of the Forest of Dean and not consulting was not partnership working.  As a result of the meeting traffic control had been put in place in Littledean although it had been noted that this did not continue in the early evening and on occasion was noted when inaccurate control resulted in a dangerous traffic situation.  The work had been carried out quickly and the road re-opened.

66 (d)
TOWN COUNCIL NEWSLETTER


The newsletter was currently being distributed by the Coleford Guides.  The final cost was under budget.  A donation had been previously agreed for the Coleford Guides fund.


The Mayor Councillor Mrs J Marrott congratulated the team who had produced the newsletter.


Councillor N Penny had received good feedback on the newsletter which looks easily readable and professional.


Councillor D Atherley stated that it was a good newsletter.

66 (e)
TOWN COUNCIL WEB-SITE


The first proof was now available.  Much of the content was based around the newsletter.  Agreed minutes and meeting agendas would be posted on the web site together with a topical news item.


All members agreed to this and Councillor N Penny agreed to do a press release once the web site had been checked and was running successfully.

SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

67.
MILKWALL PLAY AREA – CONDITION OF ASH TREES

The Ash trees were reported to be in a very poor state.  One was believed dead and the second was in a dubious condition.

Members instructed the clerk to speak with the District Council and act on their advice and if necessary to have them removed.

68.
SOCIAL MEETING FOR COUNCILLORS

Councillor Mrs J Baynham suggested a social meeting for Councillors to get to know each other.

Members discussed the possibilities of hiring the open-topped bus, opening a trip to Councillors from the other Forest towns and including their partners in a social gathering.  The clerk was instructed to obtain costs for the hire of a bus.

69.
PROPOSED 20MPH SPEED LIMIT IN TOWN CENTRE

Gloucestershire County Council had produced a map showing the suggested 20mph zones for Coleford Town Centre.

Members discussed the importance of the current and proposed speed limits being enforced, the need for a mobile surveillance camera in the town centre. The effectiveness of flashing ‘slow down’ signs was discussed.

All members agreed to accept the suggested zone areas and the clerk was instructed to confirm this with the County Council.

70.
PLANS
The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 8th June having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.

Proposed 
Councillor C P Kay

Seconded
 Councillor C Lusty

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF12951 (P0730/04/FUL)
Alterations and extension to 
No objections

62 Victoria Road


to dwelling.  Rebuilding of bay

Coleford



window and installation of 





replacement windows.

DF70807/A (P0908/04/FUL)
Erection of a replacement 

No objections

4 Baynhams Walk

dwelling.  (Demolition of

Broadwell


of existing).  (Existing septic

Coleford



tank drainage).

DF8278/E (P0920/04/FUL)
Erection of a general purpose/
No objections

High Meadow Farm

lambing building.  Construction

Newland


of new vehicular access.

Coleford  

DF1092/3/S (P0499/04/FUL)
Erection of fourteen dwellings.
*


Land at



Construction of new

Kings Meade


vehicular access.

Coleford

*Coleford Town Council had assumed that whole Kingsmeade site was intended for sheltered housing provision for the over 50’s.  This application changes the whole concept of the site and is a major change of culture for the remaining undeveloped site.

The application shows a lack of parking space, other than driveways and includes no provision for affordable housing.

Whilst appreciating that the sewer connection is below the restriction in Market Place there is still concern regarding increased load on the sewer in Newland Street.

DF12331/A (P0941/04/FUL)
Formation of raised patio area 
No objections

Chelfont



and a balcony at first floor 

56 Victoria Road


level.

Coleford

DF270/5/L (P0937/04/FUL)
Alterations and extensions

No objections

2 Grove Crescent


to dwelling.

Coleford

DF9624/F (P0961/04/FUL)
Alterations and extensions

No objections

1 Walnut Close 


to dwelling.

Coalway

Coleford

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

DF1650/W/SEP/ag

Permission for Development


Gloucestershire County Council 
Erection of aggregate wash plant 

at Stowfield Quarry.

DF1092/3/W (P0792/04.FUL)
Erection of a conservatory.
No objections.

12 Kings Meade, Coleford


CORRESPONDENCE
71.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE CONSTABULARY – REPORTED OFFENCE – PAVILION KGV FIELD



Gloucestershire Constabulary wrote to confirm their recording of the burning of the seat at the KGV field. 

72.
LOCAL COUNCILS UPDATE – JUNE


Members noted receipt of the newsletter.

73.
INCA PRODUCTS – ACID ETCHING OF MOSAICS


Inca Products had advised that they were able to carry out the annual acid-etching required on the mosaics in Mushet Walk at a price of £150.00.


Members instructed the clerk to request Inca Products to carry out the work.

74.
GCC – HIGHWAYS – ANNUAL SEMINAR – OCTOBER


Members noted the date of the seminar on 14th October next.  Councillors D Atherley, C Elsmore and M Weston would attend.

75.
FODDC – ETHICAL GOVERNANCE


The District Council was enquiring whether the Town Council wished to receive training in any issues relating to Ethnical Governance.


The clerk was instructed to advise the District Council that if any events were organised then members would participate.

76.
COUNTRYSIDE AGENCY – COUNTRYSIDE – RIGHTS OF WAY ACT 2000 – PROVISION CP MAP


Members noted receipt of the map and noted the areas of registered common land and open country.

77.
GCC – ENVIRONMENT – FEEDBACK FROM TRANSPORT AREA STRATEGY FORUMS


Members noted the feedback from the forums held in May and that the next area forum would be held on 10th November.

78.
COLEFORD BAPTIST CHURCH – REQUEST TO HOLD PLANT SALE ON 3rd JULY AT CLOCK TOWER


Members were happy to give permission for the church to hold a plant sale by the Clock Tower on 3rd July.

79.
FODDC – OPEN SPACE SURVEY


Members added areas of open space to the list prepared by the clerk.  The clerk will complete and return the survey.

80.
GCC – DIVISIONAL SURVEYOR – RE 3 YEAR PROGRAMME OF MAINTENANCE WORK


Members noted that the programme would be running in September with prioritisation for the next financial year taking place in November of each year.

81.
FOD HOUSING – QUESTIONNAIRE


All members requested copies of the questionnaire which would be completed and returned to the office for collation and a response to Forest of Dean Housing.

82.
EMAIL GAPTC – RE TV SERIES – TOWN & COUNTRY


Members noted that ITV were looking for participants for a new TV documentary series on moving from the countryside to the city.

83.
FOD HOUSING – OPEN DAY WESTERN WAY SCHEME DYMOCK 20th JULY


Members noted the date of the open day.

84.
GLOS NHS RE APPLICATION TO DISPENSE – DR BENNETT & PARTNERS


Dr Bennett and Partners had applied for a licence to dispense to their patients who lived more than one mile from the surgery.  The list included patients living in the Coleford Parish.


Councillor Mrs J Baynham felt that this and any similar applications could be the beginning of a bad situation and could cause closure of rural pharmacies.  Objections to the application could be made.


Councillor J Shaw stated that there were cases where dispensing doctors practices were a huge advantage but countering this there were cases where pharmacists found mistakes in a prescription and that there could be a hint of temptation to over prescribe because of the profit element.


Councillor Mrs J Baynham likened the loss of a pharmacy to the loss of 50% of a doctor as pharmacists gave medical advice and were open on Saturdays.


Councillor J Shaw described the pharmacy in Bream as the best he had ever known both in and out of hours.  This view was echoed by District Councillor Mrs Pat Evans who stated that Bream Pharmacy was always prepared to put themselves out to help.


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott stated that pharmacies also operated a Sunday rota system and whilst patients in urban areas using a car service might find difficulty in getting to a pharmacy they were the exception rather than the rule.


Members were unanimous in agreeing to object to the licence and the clerk was instructed to write to Gloucestershire NHS advising of the Council’s objections.

85.
COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP – APPLICATIONS FOR FUNDING RE COMMUNITY AWARDS FOR COLEFORD PARISH


The Partnership had allocated a further £500 for Coleford Parish and members noted that application forms were available for community groups.

86.
LETTERS FROM MR & MRS WILBER/MRS R RAYMOND RE ROAD SAFETY GLOS RD/POOLWAY ROAD/BAKERS HILL/PADDOCKS AREA AND SURVEY OF SPEEDS AND ROAD BEHAVIOUR


Both letters concerned road safety issues and traffic surveys carried out by these residents of Gloucester Road and Paddocks areas.  Both letters and surveys gave comprehensive details of speed and number of users over many hours of surveillance.


District Councillor, Mrs P Evans noted that the Forest Hills golf course, the Driving range, Little Follies and the weekly car boot sales were all situated on the approach to the town and in a 40mph maximum speed area.  This road needed to be reduced to 30mph.


Councillor N Penny suggested that the Council should write to the Police, County Highways and County Councillor P Chamberlain sending copies of the letters and surveys, he congratulated Mr & Mrs Wilber and Mrs Raymond on their work.


Members fully supported Councillor Penny’s views and instructed the clerk to write to Mr & Mrs Wilber, Mrs Raymond, the Police, County Highways and County Councillor P Chamberlain. 

87.
UPDATING CLERKS, COUNCILLORS CONFERENCE 


Members noted the conference on 1st July.

88.
HEALTH SCRUTINY NEWS – ISSUE 1 – GLOS HEALTH OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


Members noted this newsletter.

89.
SCENESETTERS – EXPLORE FOD & WYE VALLEY 


Scenesetters had arranged a meeting to be held at Coleford Town Council offices on 13th July to discuss the future of ‘Explore the Forest of Dean & Wye Valley’


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott and Councillor N Penny would attend.

90.
GCC – BUSINESS TRAVEL CHALLENGE FUND 2004/5 – GRANT FOR COMPANIES 


Members noted the Business Travel Challenge Fund was available to provide grants towards certain capital works to enable county companies to provide facilities to support sustainable travel.


Councillor C P Kay and District Councillor Mrs P Evans left the meeting at 8.15pm.

91.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE CONSTABULARY – ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR INCIDENT REPORT FORMS


A supply of report forms and return envelopes were available in the office for members own use and to pass onto members of the public.

92.
MAJOR GENERAL HOPKINSON


Major General J C O R Hopkinson had written on behalf of the Coleford branch of the Royal British Legion to thank the Town Council for their hospitality and support for the D Day Commemorations.

93.
COLEFORD ROYAL BRITISH LEGION


Frank Meliush had written to the Mayor thanking her and the Town Council for organising the service and catering for the D Day Commemorations. 

94.
MEMBERS REPORTS


Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin’s written notes from the Road Safety Liaison Group held on 14th June 2004 highlighted issues concerning lorries travelling along Newland Street to and from Whitecliff quarry and the risks to pedestrians and road surfaces.

Councillor Mrs S Merrikin together with Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin had attended a Local Council Advisory Service seminar on 24th June in Cardiff on Health and Safety.


Issues had arisen which would need a working group to ensure the procedures and monitoring is in place to enable the Council to meet its obligations.


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott advised that the District Council would inspect any kitchen used for food preparation and issue a certificate and suggested that all Councillors gain a basic food hygiene certificate.  All members agreed to this.


Councillor N Penny’s written report referred to the Town Council web site and newsletter reported earlier in the minutes and an update on the work of the Coleford Area Partnership.


Verbally Councillor Penny reported that a parishioner had asked if the Town Council could request that the surveillance camera be moved back nearer the front of Pyart Court.


Members agreed that Inspector Gaskins be asked regarding this.


Councillor Mrs J Baynham reported on Bream Health Forum.  The next Forum meeting would receive a report on a meeting held with the Transport Minister.  The Forum was very appreciative of the Town Council’s letter of support regarding Gloucester Station access.  The podiatry service was underused because information regarding its existence was not available to potential users.  Liam Williams, Primary Care and Locality Commissioning Development Manager – North Forest of Dean, West Gloucestershire NHS would ensure that information on services was available in the future.


Councillor Mrs J Baynham advised that she would speak with the Secretary of the Forum regarding drug dispensing by Doctors and the possible consequences for pharmacies.


Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston reported that some visitors had been unable to find the kiln as there were no signs to the scheduled Ancient Monument.


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott advised that the area was not safe.  Dean Heritage Museum, the owners, were investigating funding.

Councillor N Penny suggested that perhaps the information in the Coleford Walks leaflets could be put onto audio tapes for visitors.


Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston advised that the foam which came up through the manhole covers in Newland Street was now coming up between 5 and 6am.


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott’s written report detailed the Mayor’s diary and detailed other meetings and events attended.

95.
IN COMMITTEE 


Salary Payments

Carolyn Wilkins had written to request that her salary be paid in cash this month as a cheque would not clear in time for payments to be made early in July from her bank account.  Members agreed to this for this month and requested that an agenda item be scheduled for the July meeting regarding dates of salary payments


Container – Kings Head


The valuation office had advised that the container would be rateable.  The clerk was instructed to challenge this.


Grass Cuttings – Old Station Way


On 25th May Councillor N Penny reported to the clerk that a contractor had been authorised by the District Council to dump grass cuttings on the verge in Old Station Way.  The clerk spoke with District Council.  Councillor N Penny also spoke with the District Council recycling team.


On 26th May, whilst Councillor N Penny was attending the Town Council office, an officer of the District Council visited, was extremely rude, abrupt and on occasions aggressive in his approach to the clerk.


Councillor Penny consequently formally complained to the District Council regarding the dumping and more seriously, of the officers conduct.


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott also wrote to complain.


Acknowledgement letters had been received from Tim Perrin, Chief Executive of the District Council advising he will be taking the matter up with the officer.


Councillor D Atherley thanked Councillor N Penny for taking the matter up.


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott stated that it was a matter of conduct and representatives of public bodies must behave in a right and proper manner.


KGV – Daily Checks


Councillor Mrs S Merrikin reported that at the seminar on Health & Safety issues she had attended with Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin they had been advised that providing two clears months without any needles being found had elapsed then Cornhill Insurance should accept that the area was now ‘clean’ and reduce the need for daily inspections of the field to a check before and after use.  This should prove the Council was being diligent regarding the safety of the field. 

The clerk would speak with Cornhill Insurance.

96.
ACCOUNTS

2305 Peeks of Bournemouth – Flags – DTTD



149.81

2306 Peeks of Bournemouth – Flags – DTTD (Balance of A/c)

    6.47

2307 Forest of Dean Brass – Donation




200.00

2308 Shane Ball Gardening Services – June




193.67

2309 FODDC – Rates







114.00

2310 British Gas – office






  69.15

2311 FOD & Wye Valley Review – advert




  76.38

2312 GE Capital Equipment Aug – Oct




260.00

2313 Rees Electrical & Sons – KGV





  48.11

2314 npower – Cemetery






124.90

2315 R J Contracting – KGV checks





364.25

2316 Paul Smith Photography – photograph of Members


  26.43

2317 npower – KGV







122.52

2318 Gloucestershire Media – advert





  58.75

2319 Zurich Municipal – Seminar 





105.75

2320 C Bath Settlement 1998 – Rent




          3818.75

2321 Ernest Heal & Sons – Cemetery – Graves


          1076.00

2322 Skip-it – Cemetery emptying





  50.00

2323 Gloucestershire Media – advert





  58.75

2324 Whitehouse Press – 5000 Newsletters




597.00

2325 Ernest Heal & Sons – Cemetery - Graves



566.00

2326 FODDC – Linkline






  33.61

2327 OfficeStar – stationery






  55.01

2328 RBS Software Solutions – payroll




  10.58

2329 V Mitchell – salary June




          1232.60

2330 C Wilkins – salary – June





797.59

2331 Inland Revenue 







313.63

2332 GCC – Pensions







440.17

2333 Guy White – bus shelters





  40.00

2334 F J Thomas – bus shelters





  90.00

2335 E Roberts – bus shelters






  30.00

2336 C Grail – bus shelters






  30.00

2337 Petty Cash







100.00

2338 S Merrikin – Travel – Cardiff – Seminar



  27.60



        11287.48






INCOME

High Interest Account

10/06/04 Gross Credit Interest





321.99

15/06/04 Norwich Union Preference





  41.34

15/06/04 Norwich Union Equity Interest




116.77

28/06/04 Norwich Union Monthly Income




  10.11

Current Account

03/06/04 Ernest Heal & Sons (Butler/Powles/King)



221.00

17/06/04 Ernest Heal & Sons (Deere)




115.00

There being no other business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 8.55pm.
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